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India School bridge promotion trip 2017.

Background

In September 2016 Prasad Keni and Morten Bilde met at the airport in Warsaw
after the World Bridge Games in Wroclaw.

They discussed the possibilities of exchanging ideas and experiences on School
bridge , and decided to work on a School bridge promotion trip in India, with
participation of Danish School bridge players.

After some preparations, it materialized to be in mid February 2017.

A group of 6 Danish Kids & age 10-14 ¢ and two adults were to come a week to
India to help promoting School bridge in India.

School Bridge situation in Denmark

- New school reform starting 2014

- More time for new subjects like bridge

- Schools are open and interested

- Parents and Grandparents are getting interested

- Kids like it when they try it

- Cooperation with local bridge clubs, who se members help in the Schools
- School bridge is growing fast

School Bridge in India

In India, some of the challenges are:
- Card games are generally regarded as gambling
- Schools/parents do not recogni  se bridge as a mind sport
- No public awareness of bridge

- No Incentive to play bridge

But the central government recognises bridge as a sport like chess.

Basic OMessaged6 to Schetsewhese )in I ndia (and

Weinvented t he term oLife skillsd, i n canrddtehelpt o des
the development of young people.



These Life skills are

- Concentration improvement & improves learning ability in all subjects

- Cooperation 0 bridge is a partnership game , based on coope ration

- Communication & important game information is exchanged between
partners

- Problem solving @ instant analyzing of new information and deduction
leading to solutions

And on top of these
- Social skills & Improves social habits and abilities, also across generations
- Networking 0 Friendships and business contacts

- Fun ¢ while getting smarter, why not

Armed with these arguments, we were ready to begin.

Sunday, Feb . 19th

The Danish group where picked up in Mumbai airport by our Indian hosts, who
were going to join us more or less for the whole trip.

First taste of olndian f oo @npotteoadangesouss dack at
We were then taken to our Mumbai accommodation, 2 adjacent flats in the Santa
Cruz, after a quick shower, and anewt -shirt, we went off to see Mumbai, and

have lunch.

Mumbai was getting ready for elections (  on Tuesday), and we met, and talked to
some of the different election  groups .

Of course we got hold of support flags



Off to lunch by tuktuk 0 at once our favourite  mode of transportation.

After lunch (first Indian food), we went for a little tour of Mumbai 0 seeing the
Gateway of India and did some shopping and sightseeing.

Back to the apartments , where the kids played s ome cards, and we did some last
minute planning for the next few days.

Mon day , Feb. 20th

Deone and Morten went for roadside Tea and breakfast , andto pickup Breakfast
for the kids .

SNDT Wo me n @mversity

Program started by Ravi Raman & our host on the Mumbai leg - picking us up,
and off to SNDT w o me nudigersity. They have been introducing bridge to the
students, but it was fading, and our goal was to talk about bridge (life skills), and
induce SNDT and the students to carry on with bridge.

We were warmly welcomed, and after talks by Ravi, Morten and others, a group of
girls from the SNDT gave an amazing folkdance performance.



The visit ended with discussions between the Danish group and the students and
teachers from SNDT on brid ge and culture, and after a snack we were off to our
next visit

Matunga Gymkhana Club

The purpose here was to talk with the Mumbai bridge community on school
bridge possibilities, and how to handle the project.

The kids experienced a club with Tennis, Swimming Pool, and Gym and of course
a cardroom.
They also received gifts from India and a bridge book written by Anant Bhagwat o}

one of the local bridge players. Hema Deora another bridge player gifted the kids
T-Shirts.

Talks about how kids could get to play in these clubs (not allowed under 18 now)
continued during lunch, and after a great visit we continued to

Mahatma Ga n d h Hause in Mumbai

This very interesting place gave us the basic story of how Gandhi helped India to
Independence . Ravi, our Mumbai guide gave an excellent background on the way,
so we were all well prepared.

The Gandhi story is truly amazing, and the kids got a nice overvie w thanks to the
nice and logical story boards in the house.

After this piece of culture, we moved on to



B.A.R.C. (Bhabha Atomic Research Centre)

B.A.R.C. isan enormous campus with many activities, and some of the students
here have been learning bridge. The purpose of our visit was to discuss bridge
development for kids, and play a match against a youth team from India.

In order to getinto B .A.R.C., we needed special s ecurity permissions, and all went
well thanks to Ravi and his team.

After a welcome & introduction by Kailash , general topics on bridge were
addressed & the friendly Denmark -India match was played.

India won the exiting match, and we had a great time.

After the match, Morten talked on school bridge development, and the discussion
went on for a while.

The kids went to take a  look at the campus and tried out their Gym.

The B.A.R.C. visit ended with snacks and informal talks, and it seems bridge got
a kic k from this great event.

Now we thought everybody was tired, and we returned to our flats by 10 p.m. 0

But no, the kids wanted more tuktuk, and we decided to visit

Juhu Beach

After a 15 minute  tuktuk ride, we arrived at Juhu beach.



The kids loved it, and started to learn doing business the Indian way (bargains).
We did some more or less good deals with tattoos, flying lights, pizzas and others.

A great evening, and after tuktuk back home, it was easy to fall asleep.

Tuesday, Feb. 21 st.

After to o little sleep (which was more than we would often get later), we had
breakfast.

Ravi arrived, and we were ready for another day. We started at

Shishuvan School
A school for kidsup to 14  (?). Many of the children stayed at the school.

There had been some bridge teaching here, but the kids were not allowed to play
cards in their school spare time, which gave problems for continuing bridge.

Our goal here was to try to convince the school to carry on with bridge, and let
the kids play and practice.

We started with a gen eral talk (life skills), to  kids, teachers as well as
administration.

Then the Danish and Indian kids played bridge together din Indian -Danish
partnerships. This was very  successful, and showed how bridge can connect kids;
even though they donét have the same | anguage or

cul t i



After the game Morten had a talk with the schools administration, while the
Danish and Indian kids had fun playing football and others games.

We all had lunch with the kids, and had pictures taken

After a great visit, we went on to

Otters Club



Here we had lunch with our host Prasad Keni 0 president of the Indian  Bridge
Federation.

After talks with representatives o f Indian bridge on school bridge development, we
all joined a bridge game at the club.

This was the first time kids had played bridge in Otters, and gave a taste of what
is coming in the future.

Thank you to Otters for hosting us, our stay in Mumbai is now ending, and we
headed for the train station to catch the night train to Delhi.

Night train to Delhi

This is really a great experience. We were installed in two compartments close to
each other, and after dinner (provided on -train by Indian Railways),  we started a
bridge game.

This attracted lots of interest from other travellers , and we got to talk more on the
purpose of our trip.

Unfortunately at some point, our co -passengers wanted to sleep, and we decided
to quit and go to sleep.

Which is quite int eresting on these trains, but after a little work with blankets
everyone went to sleep.

When we woke up, Indian railways served breakfast, and we were approaching
Delhi.



Wednesday , Feb. 22

Delhi

Our host on the Delhileg 0 JoyjitSensarma & picked us up with a minibus at the
station, and we headed for our new home d two very nice apartments in Gurgaon,
a little suburb of Delhi with some 2 million people J

After a nice breakfast (pancakes) (Parathas which the kids called pancakes) and a
shower we were ready for our first job in Delhi

Kunskapsskolan 8 The knowledge School

Thisis a Swedish based school in Delhi. They are interested in getting bridge into
the school, and our job here was to make a bridge workshop with a group of kids
(who never played be fore), and have talks with the school board on bridge.

The workshop worked very well,

While Morten and Joyjit were having talks with the school board, the Danish and
Indian kids had fun playing table tennis and football.

When we finally found all our kids from the school playgrounds, we were of ftoa
nice Indian style lunch hosted by Devi Bhatnagar, an extremely nice Indian
woman, and we were happy that she decided to join us for the rest of the day.

We were also joined by Ambrish Wadhera , who was hosting us in his ~ Apartments
for our Delhi Stay.



After lunch we went on to

Huda Gymkana Club

This is a club like Otters in Mumbai, and we were received by Delhi bridge
players, who were interested in the School Bridge project .

We had some nice discussions, and then played a duplicate game 0 giving the
Delhi players a chance to play against Kids.



During the game we had some useful talks on how to get press contact, and get
contact to more schools.

Now it was time for some Indian cultu re, and entertainment for the kids, so we
went of f to

Kingdom of Dreams

Here we had a mix of fun, Camel rides, Indian Culture and of course some nice
food.

The kids really enjoyed, and we all had a great evening here.

They even made their own show for us from stage

When we arrived home it was time to test our bridge -dealer, to make sure it was
ready for later use.



(picture)

After all these experiences, it was really tough to go to bed, but around 1 :30 a.m.
everyone was sleeping.

Thursday, Feb. 23

Thursday morning our great hosts made nice breakfast, and we were off to our
next destination

Shiv. Nadar School

In this School, the board and owners were interested in introducing bridge to

their students, so our mission here was to create some enthusiasm for the game,
and help the school with the presentation of bridge to parents and students.

With the help of our Kids, we made a bridge introduction, and then our Kids and
Amaresh made a Kida (bridge puzzles) session with the Kids.

(picture, the black board with life skills)

Morten and Joyjit  had talks with the School Principal, in order to discuss the
next steps, while the Kids had fun with their new Indian friends.

We were really happy with this visit, and went on to



Scottish High

They have had bridge lessons for some time, and our mission was to encourage
them to keep it up, and share our experiences with them.

We started with our talk on life skills, and then continued with bridge puzzles.
Morten and Joyjit had a meeting with the School principal, and were happy to

hear that she had decided to go on with bridge. We discussed how best we could
get information to parents, school board and press.

Back with the Kids, we discussed how bridge can help them on, and how they
can take advantage of be ing bridge players.

After a game of football between the Kids, w e left Scottish High very happy,
because we were convinced that both School and Kids would get on with bridge.

Now our last hours in Delhi was to be spent as tourists, so we took the Metro
towards Delhi centre, and shifted to our loved tuktuks to reach

Qutub Minar and D illi Haat

The beautiful Muslim complex was very interesting to see, although we would
have liked to climb the 73 meter high tower. This was not allowed.



Now we needed to think about shopping some stuff for our families in Denmark,
and this was about the last chance. So off to Dilli  Haat, a really nice place for
shopping Indian stuff.

Most of us got some nice things, and after a great Indian dinner, we headed
home.

Back home we started packing, because now we were heading for the Last part of
our trip, up at 03  :00 am, and off to the airport.

Friday , Feb. 24

This was going to be one of the most spectacular days in our life.

We landed in Indore 08 :00 am, and was picked up by Rajesh Tibrewala, who took

care of our trip to

Raibidpura

The bridge story of Raibidpura is pretty amazing. They have been playing brid
since 1965, and new generations are introduced to the game regularly .

Our goal here is to give all the great village people a bridge kick, to help them
keep the bridge enthusiasm at the highest level, and of course to introduce
Danish and Indian bridge  Kids to each other, to establish network.

Our Bus 06 On Government Duty & was just great, and after a nice little roadside
breakfast, we headed into the wildlands of central India.

ge



After a trip with lots of new Impressions, we arrived at the Village roun d noon,
and now things started rolling.

We were greeted by basically the  entire Village, and all of us were soon friends
with everyone. We all headed to the Village bridge club (Kissan Club) , a small but
very nice place.

Instantly we started a bridge game at a (very low, sit on the floor) table, with two
Danish and two Indian Kids. From here on it was bridge and fun all the way.

After the little game, we were invited for Lunch in a Village house, and sitting on
the floor we had the nicest lunch ever, all home made.

Now we were off to the town centre, where we were to make a bridge introduction
for 120 kids, with most of the Village watching and cheering.

Our kids and older village kids (bridge players), helped with the introduction and
the puzzles, and we started our little competition with prizes.



